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Common Mistakes

Relying Solely on Glue Boards
Glue boards can be e!ective for helping control rats and mice, but they should 

be combined with snap traps and/or bait stations. Only putting out a sticky trap 
or two for a rodent infestation will have little to no impact.

Choosing the Wrong Bait Formulation
The di!erent formulations include: bait blocks, pellets, packets, ground-meal 

and tracking powders. For both safety and e!ectiveness, the right formulation 
must be used for the right job.

Bait blocks are meant to be installed and secured on rods inside of bait 
stations. They must never be thrown into areas loosely, nor should they be 
shoved down burrows because rats often kick them back out.

Misusing Loose Baits and Bait Packets
When loose bait is used, it must never be placed where children, pets or  

non-rat wildlife can reach it. Loose bait should never be thrown over fences, 
stu!ed into tree cavities or thrown behind or under outdoor junk piles.

Indoors, baits must never be tossed and abandoned into ceiling voids or 
behind household appliances.

Not Securing Bait Stations
Never leave bait stations unsecured. Exterior bait stations must always be 

secured to the ground, fence or some other permanent type of anchor. When a 
bait station is no longer being serviced, it should be removed.

Inappropriate Use of Tracking Powders
Rats can carry tracking powder out of their burrows and trail it along their 

runs. Tracking powders should never be used in situations where human, pet or 
wildlife exposure can occur.

All tracking powders are restricted-use pesticides, and are allowed to be used 
only in extremely limited situations.

Over- or Under-Applying Baits
Using too much bait is a waste of time and money. Not using enough bait also 

will get poor results.

Rats and mice can contaminate food and spread 
diseases, or gnaw through walls and electrical wiring, 
making them among the most destructive of all pests 
that invade structures.
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Training Technicians
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When pests get tough  
the tough get 

Tough Control for Tough Pests

Unsurpassed  
performance against 
tough-to-control pests

Ants, spiders and other 
tough outdoor pests 
have met their match. 
Onslaught’s controlled 
release microencapsulated 
technology kills for up to 
12 months. And Onslaught 
has a flexible label for 
outdoor and indoor usage, 
including broadcast spray.

Quality Insect Control Products Since 1902

www.MGKpro.com

SPIDERS

ANTS

STINK BUGS

A big part of educating your technicians is teaching  
them how to educate customers. Pest management 

professionals need client cooperation regarding  
sanitation practices to relieve rodent problems.
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Bait Box Placement

Bait boxes, or bait stations, are useful in rodent management programs as 
monitoring tools and as methods to deliver rodenticide. 

Positioning of exterior bait boxes should be at intervals of about 50 feet around 
buildings, or along landscaped areas.

The number and distance between bait stations should be based on the severity 
of the infestation.

Each bait station should be labeled with the date it is placed, the type of bait 
used and the technician’s initials at each service visit.

Bait boxes should be made of heavy-duty, tamper-resistant materials and should 
be secured.

Bait blocks are secured inside the bait boxes on rods, which prevent rodents from 
carrying bait outside of the units. 

It is recommended that four to eight bait blocks are installed inside each bait box 
if the rodents are active in the area. Once the rodents have been brought under 
control, the number of bait blocks can be reduced to one to four. For maintenance 
of accounts, where few or no rats remain, the lowest dose rate of one block per 
station is recommended.

Bait boxes should be serviced at least once a month. For more serious 
infestations, they should be serviced every other week until the problem is brought 
under control.

Bait should be changed on a monthly basis, whether it is needed or not.

Check  
if your  
IGR is as  
versatile  
as it needs  
to be

©2011 McLaughlin Gormley King Company *Pyriproxyfen, the active ingredient in NyGuard, has been granted EPA Reduced Risk status for Food Handling.

Quality Insect Control Products Since 1902

www.MGKpro.com

Reduced Risk*, Increased Versatility
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Taking photographs of rodent burrows and droppings 
as well as areas that require exclusion services, and 
including the documentation in proposals, goes a long 
way toward landing new business.
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Tracking Powders

Rodenticide tracking powders contain the same toxic active ingredient as 
typical block and meal formulations of bait, except that they’re blended 
into a powder carrier.

The active ingredient in tracking powder is many times more 
concentrated than in other bait formulations, making it a particularly 
effective rodenticide, but with a great deal more potential for non-target 
species to become sick if it’s improperly digested.

Tracking powder applied to a rodent burrow is designed to be picked 
up on rodents’ foot pads, fur and/or tail during their travels. The powder is 
ingested when the rodents lick their bodies during grooming.

Occasionally, tracking powders are incorrectly referred to as dusts, but 
this term should be avoided (pesticidal dust is legally different than a 
powder).

In most situations, tracking powder should be considered a specialized 
tool used only when baits and/or traps fail due to finicky rodents that are 
either trap shy, or are uninterested in baits because of an abundance of 
alternative food.

Special precautions must be taken when tracking powders are used, 
otherwise, people, pets and urban wildlife could be harmed.



make callbacks a thing of the past.

Bayer Environmental Science, a division of Bayer CropScience LP. 2 T.W. Alexander Drive, Research Triangle Park, NC 27709. www.BackedbyBayer.com. Bayer, the Bayer Cross, and Temprid 
are registered trademarks of Bayer. Not all products are registered in all states. Always read and follow label instructions carefully. © 2011 Bayer CropScience LP

For the past three years, Temprid® SC Insecticide has consistently delivered on our promise 
of superior results. The broad-spectrum insecticide has reduced callbacks by 60%, saving 
you time and money. Temprid is concentrated into an all-in-one insecticide, eliminating most 
perimeter pests and bed bugs. Enter The Temprid Zone and improve customer retention with 
the only perimeter pest control you’ll ever need.

Temprid is Backed by Bayer – a company dedicated to innovative solutions, support and 
protecting tomorrow today. Learn more at BackedbyBayer.com/Temprid.




